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Introduction

Wandsworth Council has no specific duty to provide free or subsidised post 16 travel for young
people of sixth form age, whether/not they have an EHCP.

This policy applies to Wandsworth Borough residents. Residents from other boroughs must apply
within the Local Authority, where they usually live. This policy describes what type of travel
assistance may be considered to support young people of sixth form age, in order to assist them in
undertaking appropriate education and training. Support will be assessed and if required, the most
suitable travel assistance will be provided where necessary.

The SEND Code of Practice states that ‘providers should enable children and young people to
have the information and skills they need to help them gain independence and prepare for adult
life’. This means preparing young people, wherever possible, for independent living, employment
and for being as healthy as possible in their adult lives.

Aims and Objectives

The council’s aim is to promote greater independence and ability for young people who have
special needs and who may need additional support when travelling to and from Sixth
form/College. By promoting independence of young people with SEND, it empowers them to
become integrated into mainstream society as soon as possible and helps them on their journey
towards adulthood.

The objective for the home to school travel service is to support children and young people with
SEND, to work towards independent living wherever this is possible. This benefits young people in
adulthood in terms of where they live, enjoying time with friends, taking part in social and leisure
activities, studying, training and employment.

This policy has been developed in accordance with guidance from the Education Funding Agency
(previously the Young People’s Learning Agency (YPLA)) and under Section
509AB (5) of the Education Act 1996.




Eligibility for discretionary travel assistance

The travel assistance needs of young people with SEND, must be reassessed, when the young
person moves from compulsory schooling to post-16 education, even if they remain at the same
educational institution.

This means a travel assessment may conducted on the young person’s needs or be instructed to
reapply for travel assistance.

Wandsworth Council will assess support for young people aged 16-19, whose home to college/sixth
form cannot be undertaken using the free 16-18 concessionary travel pass or 18+ oyster card,
providing they meet the following eligibility criteria below.

—> Young people aged 16-18 years of age or who started their course before their 19th birthday
(if you have started a new course you must reapply, providing evidence of your continued
education).

—> Young people aged 16-19 with severe physical and learning disabilities.

—> Young people aged 16-19 with a Wandsworth issued Educational Health and Care Plan
(EHCP).

—> Lives over the statutory walking distance of 3 miles.

—> Attends the nearest qualifying Sixth form/ College that provides education appropriate to the
age, ability, and aptitude of the young person.

Travel support

Transport for London free/discounted travel

All young people in full time further education under the age of 18 who live in/can travel free of
charge by TfL buses and trams. In addition, there are concessionary fares and reductions available
on TfL Tube trains, the Docklands Light Railway (DLR) London Overground and some national rail

services.

—> London Borough residents aged between 16-18 in full time education (over 12
hours) may qualify for a 16+ Oyster Card which entitles them to free bus and
tram transport within London.




18+ students can apply for an 18+ Oyster Card which enables them to qualify for 30% reduction on
some fares and tickets. Further details and the eligibility criteria for these schemes are on the
Transport for London website.16 - 19 Bursary Fund

Learners may be able to access some funding towards transport costs directly from individual
education and training providers, from the 16 to 19 Bursary Fund. The 16 to 19 Bursary Fund provides
financial support to help young people overcome specific

barriers to participation so they can remain in education. Each learning provider has some
discretionary funding that can be used for this purpose, subject to their own criteria. Resources are
limited so learners should make an application to their school or college as early as possible in the
academic year.

There are two types of 16 to 19 bursaries: A vulnerable bursary of up to £1,200 a year for young
people in one of the defined vulnerable groups below:

—> Incare

—> Care leavers

—> Inreceipt of Income Support, or Universal Credit in place of Income Support, in their own right.
—> Inreceipt of Employment and Support Allowance or Universal Credit and Disability Living or
Personal Independence Payments in their own right

— Discretionary bursaries which institutions award to meet individual needs, for example, help with
the cost of transport, meals, books, and equipment.

Discretionary bursaries which institutions award to meet individual needs, for example, help with the
cost of transport, meals, books, and equipment.

To be eligible for the discretionary bursary young people must:

—> Be aged 16 or over but under 19 on 31st August 2024 to be eligible for help form the bursary
fund in the 2024 to 2024 academic year.

—> Be aged 19 or over on 31st August 2023 and have an education, health and care plan, (EHCP).
—> Be aged 19 or over on 3l1st August 2024 and continuing a study programme they began aged 16
to 18 ("19+ continuers’).

—> Be studying a programme that is subject to inspection by a public body which assures quality
(such as Ofsted), the provision must also be funded by either a government

funding agency or the local authority.

Education and training providers are responsible for managing both types of bursaries. Young
people who want to apply for support from the bursary fund should contact their chosen school or
college to make an application.

Further information can be found at Welcome to GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) search for
post-16 bursaries.
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Apprenticeships for students on traineeships or apprenticeships

The learning provider is responsible for ensuring that reasonable expenses are met in full where they
are needed to overcome barriers to learning. These may include the cost of travelling to or from the
place of learning or work placement. Please contact your learning provider for more information.
Students may also be eligible for a bursary (see Bursary Fund section above)

Independent Travel Training (ITT):

Travel training is available for secondary aged young people who have been assessed as being ready
and able to begin learning to travel to and from school independently. Independent travel training,
focused on the needs and capabilities of a young person, can increase independence by developing
personal, social and life skills.

By working closely with parents/carers, young person and the school, travel training will contribute to
greater independence for young person and thus will always be given priority as an option when
considering suitable solutions.

Travel training is a 11 program, where there will be an individual focus on enabling the young person to
develop independence on their own route between home and school.

Criteria for successful completion of the training are based on an agreed rigorous training
programme and assessment process undertaken by a qualified Travel Trainer. If the child is not
deemed to be ready for travel training, the existing travel assistance will continue, and this will be kept
under review.

Travel Assistance Budget (TAB):

TABs are to support families to make arrangements for the young person. It will reduce journey
times, and/or to support the independence of the young person and enable them to become
independent travellers. It also gives parents/carers the flexibility to choose the mode of transport
that suits their prevailing circumstances as the budget allows them to switch from one mode of
transport to another.

This budget can be spent in any way seen fit to enable the young person to get to school, keeping
flexibility and control with the family. Payments are split throughout the financial year and the mone
is paid towards the start of the term.

If a parent/carer receives a TAB, it is their duty to use that payment to arrange for their young pers
to get to and from school every school day. Itis parents’ responsibility to ensure that travel provide
is safe and accessible and that school attendance
is maintained.



Example of budget:(Please note this is an estimate not including inset days)

Mileage

Journeys

Rate of TAB _
Home to school - 3 forin Pa@ for 2 return
miles each way borough- 96p journeys.
per mile
3 miles X 4=12 X96E;r£11'52 £11.52 X190 school
' days =£2,188.80
miles day

Paid over 10 months
(Sep-July) at £218 per month.

Paid over 10 months (Sep-July) at £218 per month




Transport (offered as a discretionary option)

A bus/taxi will be considered if the young person has severe physical /complex learning disabilities,
that effects them from travelling on public transport with a responsible adult

This will be down to the LA's discretion to offer a space in one of the shared buses/taxis.
Useful websites

Department for Education
https.//www.gov.uk/

Transport for London
https.//tfl.gov.uk/

Post-19

Young people with disabilities who are 19 years or older, with a social worker, should contact the Adult
Social Services Department for consideration for transport. Each application will be considered
individually.

More information can be found on our website below.

www.wandsworth.gov.uk/send-travel-assistance



http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/send-travel-assistance

Appeals

Panel decisions from the SEND Travel assistance panel, will be communicated to parents/carers by
letter/email. Parents have the right to appeal, should they disagree with the decision.

Appeals are administered in two stages:

Stage 1: The parent/carer has 20 working days from receipt of the Council’s offer to complete the
online appeal form for a review of the decision.

Within 5 working days of the appeal form being received, the parent/carer will be sent confirmation
that their appeal has been received and is under review.

Further evidence may be requested to support the appeal and there may be consultation with

relevant professionals. The appeal will be reviewed by a service manager, and a response will be sent
within 20 working days.

Stage 2: If the parent/carer remains dissatisfied with the outcome of the Stage 1appeal. They should
notify the Council in writing within 20 working days of receiving the appeal decision.

The appeal will be reviewed by a head of service, this will involve consideration of evidence gathered
and the reasons for decision being made. A decision letter will be sent within 40 working days of the

appeal being received.

During the appeals process no new travel assistance will be provided or in case of existing
arrangements, no changes will be implemented.

Full details of the appeals process is available from our website below.

1.Go onto fis.wandsworth.gov.uk.

2.Click on the “SEND Local Offer” tab
3.Click on the “Travel and Transport” tab
4.Click on the “School travel assistance” tab

5.Click on the “Home to School Travel Assistance- Appealing a Decision process




SEND Home to School Travel Assistance Appeals process

SEND Travel Assistance Panel
Decline parent's home/school application for travel assistance/

Offers parent travel assistance they consider unsuitable.

J

Within 20 working days of receipt of panel's decision letter, the parent completes
application for appeal.

J

Stage 1 Review by Head of Service

Within 20 working days of receipt of parent's application and supporting information.
Head of Service review's the panel's decision. Parent is nolified of the decision by
email.

J

Within 20 working days of receipt of the Stage 1 decision, the parent submits

application for Stage 2 should they remain dissatisfied.

|

Stage 2: Review by Independent appeal panel

Within 40 days of receipl of parent's Stage 2 appeal, an independent appeal panel consider
written representations from the parent, providing the parent with the opportunity to attend
the panel.

|

Within 5 working days of reaching their decision, the independent appeal panel's
decision is provided to the parent, by email.

Complaints

If you wish to make a complaint, our complaints procedure will apply.




