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DEAF AWARENESS
.POSTER COMPETITION °

@ To celebrate Deaf Awareness Week 2026, o
Wandsworth Deaf and Hearing Support
team are running a competition for © o
® o the best Deaf Awareness posters. © ®

B WHAT YOU NEED TO DO: Ji

® Create a colourful poster explaining top tips
- for communicating with deaf people. ®
BE CREATIVE: you could draw, paint or even
®  useAl tools to create your poster. @

® ® X DEADLINE:
s ° TO ENTER: Jaall =1 MAv

Simply send images or scans of
® your posters to wss@wandswortn
.gov.uk by the 31st May. Remember o ®
to include your name, age and school.
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® Aselection of books with deaf o e
° . characters for your school. .

Subject: Deaf Awareness Week 2026 - Resources and Competition information

Dear SENCos,
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Did you know that Deaf Awareness Week is just around the corner? This annual week-long
event is taking place from the 4th — 10th May 2026 with this year's theme being ‘Right to
understand - Together, we break barriers. The theme's focus, ‘Beyond

Silence’, emphasises breaking barriers, advocating for accessibility, and celebrating the
resilience and contributions of Deaf individuals in all aspects of life. It highlights the richness of
Deaf culture, and the voices of the Deaf community that deserve recognition.

To commemorate this exciting week, we are pleased to announce that we are running a Deaf
Awareness Poster Competition and inviting schools to take part. The aim is to help children
and young people explore inclusive communication, kindness, and ways to support Deaf

children in everyday settings.

The competition is flexible, inclusive, and suitable for children and young people of all
abilities with the focus being on understanding and inclusion, not artistic skill. Schools are
welcome to adapt the activity to suit their pupils and are encouraged to display their entries
internally.

What Should the Poster Show?
Posters should show one or more simple Deaf Awareness tips, for example:
e Getting someone’s attention before speaking
e Face the deaf person, so they can lipread
e Reduce background noise
e Using pictures, gestures, or signs
e Speaking clearly (not shouting)
¢ Giving extra time
o Beingkind and patient

Children could use drawing, paint, collage or computer design, incorporating pictures,
symbols, signs, words, or a mix.

Key Message

“We all communicate differently. We can support Deaf people by being patient, visual, and
respectful.”

Recognition

e Selected entries will receive a selection of books with deaf characters, for the
school

How to Take Part

If your school would like to take part, please send us a photo, scan or link to your entry
and email to wss@wandsworth.gov.uk by 31st May 2026.

Please see examples below for information relating to the poster competition.

If you would like any more specific information on how
we can support Deaf Awareness within your setting, we would be delighted to provide further
assistance.

Thank you and Good Luck!

Wandsworth Deaf and Hearing Support (WDHS).
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Example posters:
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. Gettheir attention. Try waving or
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¢ Use your hands. Point at what you're 3
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Deaf Children’s
Society

Some deaf people speak, some use

sign language and some use both.

Find out what your friend does.

Get their attention. Try waving
or tapping their shoulder.

Speak normally.
Not too slowly or too loudly.
Face them when you talk.
Make sure they can see your mouth.

Five top tips




